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a 
refuge issue 6. 
. Spring of nineteen ninety six, 

x Greetings x 

_ Ahh, spring time once again. I must say that if I had the choice 
to exist solely in one season alone, I would choose the warm and gentle 
nature of spring without a second thought. Spring - the essence of 
living, a rebirth, an awakening from the morbid nature of the 
winter...And with the life of the spring we have the rejuvenation of 
one’s spirit, one’s own self-realization. I have taken the opportunity 
during these days, where the temperature is escalating out of it’s wintery 
realms, to search through my mind, to examine life, my priorities, and 
lastly my goals. 

I came to a conclusion during this “soul searching.” | disnevered 
that my heart and my priorities will always be linked in some way or 
another to my hardcore scene. : 

I discovered that my love for life is one that escalates higher and 
higher with every breath breathed, and with every heartbeat felt. 

I discovered I have never felt so at home, so loved, so accepted 
in my life when I am at a hardcore show, with friends so close, I 
consider them family. 

I discovered that hardcore is me. Straight edge is me. This is 
who Iam. This is my identity, and this zine, and any other contribution 
I give to my scene is a symbol of not only my hard work and pride in 
. this movement, but my sheer love for being part of it. This is what this 
zine is about, this is what it always will be about. 

A focus of love. A focus of caring.. A focus of friendship. A focus 
of rejuvenation. This zine is dedicated to my friends. My comrades in 
this home called hardcore. 

I take pride in the fact that this zine and this lifestyle I choose to 
lead will be of my fondest memories when I reflect on my “high school” 
years. To my friends, this scene and this zine: 

This time we share together will leave indelible marks within us all. This 
zine is dedicated to US, in our present existence, with hope, love and 
anticipation for the future. 

I love you all, for without you and your support neither this 
zine nor this movement that we love so much would have the 
- Opportunity to grow and expand as it has. Thank you. 

X Sincerely, X 
Edward Bernard Gieda III/Refuge Famias 


“The kids will make it happen*We’re starting a new way*People 
helping people in the world today* Physically Strong - Morally 
Straight - Positive Youth - We’re the youth of today * Never fight with 
~ each other * Use our heads before our fists*Then will kick down all 
the barriers of hate and prejudice * ‘Live fast die young’ was just a fad 
for a bunch of losers who didn’t care * I’m gonna live my life, breathe 
every breath * Look towards the future and move << ahead.” 
-YOUTH OF TODAY (1986) 


Xpositive youthX 


Schtuff Schtuff 


well, by looking at how last issue is about 
one year old, and the news column in it is 
practically ancient, i was a little bit 
skeptical about doing another one...but i 
guess i am gonna do one again, this time 
with a little more confidence that i will 
produce issues in a more organized and 
consistent pattern. 


many things have transpired from the last 
~ time i wrote about local and not-so-local 
happenings...It’s hard to figure out where 
to start . let’s start out with things that 
i've been involved in lately...as of this past 
summer (1995) ?’ve been playing drums for 
a straightedge pop-punk band called 
XbedfordX. we are not unlike bands 
such as weston, doc hopper, gameface and 
even a little lifetime. we have played about 
five or six shows so far and are planning 
on recording for a demo in early April 


1996. the demo will be mayfly records 001, 


and will be available on a wholesale and 
regular rate through me or any other one 
of the mayfly kids. bedford is currently 
looking for shows or labels, so if you know 
of anyone interested in getting bands to 
play anywhere, we'll do it, for free anytime 
anywhere...just drop me a line @ (717)696- 
1060. make sure that you do it at a decent 
hour, my parents will beat my ass if i get 
calls at like 3 in the morning. 


refuge fanzine is now getting pressed at a 
small publishers co-op, and has a totally 
new format (wow! like you couldn’t tell...) 
due to my increasing knowledge of 
computers. i will be doing this zine at least 
four times a year from now on. one for 
every season. for wholesale rates, ad rates 
and all that other groovy stuff, check out 
either the first or last page of this zine, 
then drop me a line, okay? i’m trying to 
keep this thing as cheap as possible. 
i would like to thank everyone who read 
the last issue, ordered it, stole it, 
distributed it and especially those who 
took time out to write me. i receive about 
70 letters concerning refuge every month 
now...it’s hard to keep up with, but i 
always get my orders out as soon as 
possible, and then the letters come 
second. i am truly grateful for the 
wonderful feedback that i got from the last 
issue...(...and i mean it from the bottom of 
my heart...ahh!). please look out for refuge 
issue 7 out in the late fall of 1996. it should 
k i c k a 


me and my two chums in crime have 
started a distribution too. we are calling it 
mayfly distributions and productions. right 
now we have about three boxes of seven 
inch records and a box of LP’s. We usually 
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only sell locally at shows and to our 


friends, but just recently we’ve began to. 
-do.a. lot of stuff with ascension records, 


doing domestic distribution. we do 
wholesale for the following items: option 
“in memory” 7" (ascension records 001), 
refuge fanzine issue 5, 5.5 and 6, “you 
gotta friend in pennsylvania” 717 records 
compilation 7", frostbite fanzine and 
break free fanzine w/backlash “not my 
kind” 7". we will also be doing wholesale 
for a special CD comp coming out soon 
on mayfly records (see below.). anyway, if 
you have any questions about the prices 
on the wholesale rates, please drop me a 
line, ill hook you up, okay? Cool. 


other relevant news: there are mad shows 
coming about in the wilkes-barre scranton 
area. i think that the diy revolution finally 
hit the area. there is more and more kids 
putting on diy punk shows in firehalls and 
at schools all the time anymore...this is 
good, it totally cuts down the need for 
crappy heavy metal bars (that they call 
“clubs”) putting them on. get involved, 
anyone can do a show. it’s as easy as 
picking up the phone and making a couple 
of calls. i have been getting a lot of letters 
lately asking me how to put on shows, and 
who they should get contacts with...if you 
need any advice, feel free to write in, i'll 
help you out with phone numbers of 
bands and whatever else you need. your 
scene needs you desperately. Let hardcore 
shows be run by hardcore kids, not the 
clubs. me and the rest of the mayfly 
boyees are putting on shows down here in 
wilkes-barre pennsylvania. We do about 1- 
2 shows a month, always on Friday nights. 
to name some of the bands that we have 
had played in the area are: option, 
guardrail, abnegation, bedford (of course) 
erade, sevenyearswar, franklin, dahlia 
seed, tramlaw, passover, bleed, instil, 
holdstrong, h20, roswell and endeavor. 
the firehall that we do it at is great, we 
always get good turn outs and we are 
alwavs looking for bands that are willing 
to travel to play, so if you’re interested, 
please get in touch. We pay all the bands 
rather well, and we’ve never run into any 
problems at ail: 


next i would like to talk about netnews...if 


you have access to a computer, e-mail me 


at ebmgieda@refuge.microserve.com. i 


love playing e-mail all the time, so get in 
touch, don’t be shy. also, thanks to his 
wittiness and nerdiness at computers, 
mister simon cimakasky has constructed 
the wilkes-barre straightedge homepage. 
the address is: 
http://www.microserve.net/ ~ scottcim. 


it includes a whole bunch of news, 
pictures, music and even mayfly 
distribution on-line... 


‘and finally, the mayfly kids are also doing 


a benefit compilation cd for the battered 
womyn’s shelter in pittsburgh, pa. So far 
we have about 25 bands playing for it.... 
look around everywhere for the ad for 
it...if you see the ad or the actual cd itself 
in a distro list, please buy it, i guarantee 
you that it will rock your soxxx off!!! well, 
i gott run, thanks for your time!!!!] 


strife 


letters. 


hey there. this section of the zine is something that I have 
never done before, partially because of the fact that I 


never in my wildest dreams expected the type of feedback 


that I received from the last issue of refuge. on an 
average, I received about 70 letters a month pertaining to 
the contents of the zine. the letters that you are about to 
read are in some ways edited to conserve space, but I 
think you will get the gist of each of them with no 
problem. I am sure you will find some of them very 
entertaining, and most very provocative. let this section 
mark the beginning of a hopefully great aspect of this 
zine. let this zine be your soapbox, feel free to write and 
give your two cents on anything that you see in the world 


Fe Pegs: ag peed : Be OD OF Aba es, 
send the love to: 123 Rice Street Trucksville, Pa 18708 
see you then, friena. 
Dear Ed/Refuge, | 


Hey what’s up? I was listening to SNAPCASE and 
reading Refuge # 5 (I think, Oh, whichever one has the abortion 
article in it.) I’d like to address the above mentioned article. 

First off, the article actually seemed to be highly 
opinionated and almost intolerant, but who cares. 

Alright, I am pro-life. I’m not pro-life because the 
Pope said I had to be, or the Christian Coalition’s pro-life stance 
either. I am pro-life because I believe in one consistent ethic: 
that all life is equal. I think it is foolish to, say, combat racism 
and speciesism, but to ignore fetal rights. 

“If people want to end such things as racism...etc. 
then they should deal with the underlying issue that leads to 
such things existence, which is the belief that there are certain 
life forms that are valid than others To only deal with singular 
manifestations of that belief is to fall into the position of never 
challenging the root cause, and rather only the symptoms that 
one finds personally distasteful. This leads to selective justice 
based peoples personal biases, as in who they personally feel 
- deserves equality and liberty. It’s this approach that leads to 
situations where one can be against racism yet not speciesism or 
where someone can be pro-animal rights and ant-fetus rights.” 
Thanks for listening, please respond. 

-Brad, Bath, NY. 


Dear Brad, thank you for writing concerning the article on 
abortion that appéared in issue 5. 1 wish I could reprint the article to let 
people reading this get the full view of what this debate is about, but since 
it spanned two and a half typed pages, it would be impossible. 

Let me start out by questioning your motives and purpose of this 
letter. When reading this, I had difficulty figuring out exactly why you wrote 
this to me, and why you chose this manner to do so. You stated that the 
article is “highly opinionated” (which it is, since it is and editorial) and (and 
this is what strikes me as condescending and a bit of bad judgement) “almost 
intolerant.” When I began to write that article in particular, I made a pact 
with myself to present a very mild, open-for-discussion attitude about the 
subject. I in no way feel that I came across as an intolerant person, the article 
gave a lot of leeway for both sides of the issue, this hurts me that you could 

‘ast a whimsical label such as intolerant on something that I purposely wrote 
oT the intention of debate. 
Next, I would like to address: you state that you believe in “one 
istent ethic” of equality amongst all forms of life; but if I were to ask you 
ere was a conflict of “equality and rights to life “ in a topic such as 
ion, what would your reply be? See, in my mind, the reason why 

mn is such a controversial moral topic is due to the conflicting rights 

' between the rights of the mother and the rights of the fetus. If I were 

t “Does the mother have the exact same rights to live as she pleases 

+ does?” would this not invalidate your entire rebuttal? Perhaps so. 


If your answer to the pre-mentioned question would be “No, the mother has 
no right to choose what to do with her body.” than it would appear that you 
too, would be dn allege speciesist. 

And finally, in rebuttal to the quote that you included with your 
letter: I never once advocated abortions, I never said that I thought it was a 
good idea, or that it was moral. What my point in that article was, and 
perhaps you may have missed it, is that the CHOICE should be open, legal 
and should be determined by the womyn. I firmly believe that people are 
logical and can and will make decisions that best suit themselves. We do not 
need fascistic intervention to crucial decisions such as the choice of abortion. 
I am a believer that people are logical, and do not need other people’s 
morality, or governments to help decide their lives. Let people be the ones to 
choose. I know that this last sentence leaves me wide open for a blow about 
“what about the fetus’ right to choose.” well, like I said, this is a debate 
based on conflicting rights, to say that you value one over the other would 
make you a speciesist, to let the individual make a rational decision would 
be the only logical solution. Thank you. 
-EXR — 


Hey, asshole, I would just like to write to you to say that 
your zine is a piece of shit. Straight edge is for pussy wimps. I 
know where you go to shows, and if me or my friends ever see 
you, I am going to make it a personal goal to flatten your skull. 
You wear black framed glasses, and have blonde dyed hair, I see 
you around with all your faggot friends...I’ll be waiting!!! 
Watch your back, f**kface! 
-Anonymous. : 
I take this as an insult, you are the king. All bow down to the 
kid who has a big enough scrotum to write me and stab at me, and can’t 
even sign his name... Wheewee. Maybe you can show my readers something 
to aspire for. I want to be just like you. You never wrote me back after 
that letter, you must have got bored with it. I never received your beat- 
down, so your attention span must be that of a chimpanzee. 
Goodbye, Mental Midgew. 
EXR 


(continued.) 


letters. 


Ed, 


| Well, I would like to commend you on your zine. I 
found it to be very interesting, thought provoking, etc. This 
letter may be a little outdated because your zine is from like a 
year ago, but I do have a response. I totally agree with your 
article on abortion. I feel the same way. Personally, I am Pro- 
Life and Pro-Choice. For myself, lam 100% Pro-Life, but I do 
feel that it is not my place to make decisions for anyone else, 
which I guess makes me Pro-Choice, I know why you said that 
you originally didn’t want to write an article about abortion, 
but I’m glad you did, because I now feel a little more clearly 
about my own mixed opinion. 

Anyway, | just wanted to respond, especially when 
you said that you liked receiving mail. 

PS- I loved the Copper interview. 
-Becki, E. Stroudsburg, PA. 


Becki, 

Thank you for the letter. It is always great to receive some 
positive re-enforcement for your writings and views. It is important to keep 
an open-mind when it comes down to a topic like abortion. You said that 
you had a “mixed opinion” on the subject, and in a way, I think that this 
is good. 

It is good to keep a “mixed” or varied view of something as 
controversial and indefinite as this. Keeping your views (as you called 
them) “mixed”, or open for suggestion, or indefinite, or even unsure leave 
leeway to learn, leave leeway to discover more about your own views. 

Keeping your eyes shut to either side of this topic prohibits us 
from developing stronger views as individuals. Keep on rocking!!! 

Ps- thanks for the complements very much!!! 
EXR : 


Hey, Ed 

What's up? First off, I really enjoyed Refuge. The 
cover was awesome and the writing was really intelligent which 
was nice to see. More than just “I’m straight edge, you suck.”(the 
typical zine) that doesn’t accomplish anything because just 
about everybody who reads straight edge zines is straight, why 
do they need to hear it? As for the whole abortion thing, that’s 
an issue that I don’t feel men have a right to discuss. It doesn’t 
really involve us at all, maybe our girlfriends and wives, but that 
is 100% their choice. I totally avoid that issue. I thought your 
little essay made sense though. Militancy (by men) on that issue 
is so much bullshit. I would like to see our little friends in Earth 
Crisis carry a baby for nine months. Yeah, right! (Karl would 
probably die in pregnancy.) 

I also thought that the Copper interview was really 
cool. Interviews can get old, sometime I really dislike them. 
Yours was refreshing though! Nice work! 

Well, that’s all I got to say, Write back soon! 

Xtrue believers never dieX . 
Greg, Mnpls, MN. 


Hi Ed, 

Thanks for the letter, patch and the zine. Laser- 
graphics, cool! I’m sending you my next zine, I pulled it off real 
quick so I could give it out before school ended. Um, I’m 
sending back your horrible waste-of-paper scraps of advertising 
because I wouldn’t recommend your zine to anyone. Don’t hate 
me, I just found it very boring and monotonous. I know others 
like it. I just can’t handle so much hardcore. I’m not one for 
interviews, although Copper was entertaining. Well, keep on 
rockin’ to Twisted Sister! 

Nicole, Nelson, BC, Canaduh. 


X ED X, 

Hello, I received your zine and decided to send mine 
maybe you can gain something from it - that’s always the plan 
isn’t it? What I gained from your zine (one thing) Is that there 
really are sXe kids like me who aren’t assholes and “shove it 
down your throat/better than you and in your face” kinda kids, 
ya know? I’m 21 years old and have a few years behind me since 
l’ve been “into it’maybe seven years, and I plan to continue...I 
just dislike seeing many kids - destroying what it is (in my eyes) 
(not a Minor Threat reference.) Oh well, but I really dug your 
zine. I hope I don’t come off as some old school kid. I hate those 
words I’m not old - I’m on the same wavelength as you. Straight 
edge to me is my set of beliefs and a positive attitude and I see so 
much negativity in sXe these days. I dig the idea that you can be 
straight edge without being rude about it, I still haven’t finished 
reading your zine though I’ve read all you’ve written... 

Oh, the last page of the interview with Copper you 
wrote something that said “I’ve lived a lifetime in a day.” The 
words “within a day’ triggered something and I brought it up as 
an idea for our new band’s name. I’ll keep you posted. Thanx!. 
The Q & A section was marvelous! I’m assuming that it was you 
asking and answering the questions - anyway, I thought it was 
great! 

James, Roanoke, VA 


* Thanxxx for the responses! Please write! I’ll love you for it! EXR...* 


capital punishment 
& the death penalty 


doing an article on capital punishment and the death 
penalty is something that i’ve always wanted to do, 
something very in depth and drawn out... 
when i sat down to type this out, i began to find myself 
reflecting on what my original intentions were when 
starting this zine. i recollected standards that i once set: 
to express subjects in their intirety, to show as many 
points of view as possible, and to present every side in 
every issue that i write about. i found myself slipping 
away from this open-minded philosophy and only 
presenting one form of thought , being my own. 
i brainstormed for a couple of hours, trying to come up 
with ideas to show many different opinions, and i came to 
the conclusion that i should begin a collective essay, a 
collection of writings from people that i have come to 
know from my four to five years doing this zine. 
i started the long and drawn out process of writing to as 
many people as possible, asking for essays. needless to say, 
most of the people that i originally asked, told me that 


they would have it done, never got around to doing it...so 
out of about 30 people i asked to write for me, close to ten 
actually responded. nevertheless, iam bery pleased with 
the way this turned out. every essay that i recieved 
seemed to have a lot of heart to them, a lot of good 
insight, and in some cases, a lot of factual information. 
i think you will find the collection very informative, and 
hopefully cause some debate. i have found many 
common links connecting almost every essay together, see 
if you can denote them as easily as i did. 
thank you to everyone who took the time to write and 


read this section. your contributions and support is 
exactly what this zine exists. on... 


when asked what my opinion is on capital punishment 
and the death penalty, i used to respond in a fashion that 
(to put it bluntly) beats around the bush. not unlike 
conversations about abortion and euthanasia, i found 
myself picking and choosing details that i liked about 
each side of the argument and never coming up with a 
conclusive decision where i stand. 
over the past couple of years, i think that i have given 
myself ample opprotunity to examine where i stand on 
many “touchy” social/economic issues. when it boils 
down to executions and punishment (the death penalty, 
etc. etc.) i classify my entire standpoint as anti-death. 
i refer to myself as this for several different reasons. in 
debate about this subject, i usually use the arguments that 
the death penalty does not deter crime, but promotes 
violence, it is an irreversable action, and is economically 


i 


a total blunder and misconception. in my opinion, i feel 
that the death penalty is an evil and fascist action 
preformed by the state to exemplify the neandrethal trend _ 
of thought of an eye for an eye. the death penalty relies 
on the fact that people cannot make decisions for 
themselves, that people are animals to be pushed and 


shoved by the state. it is quite easy to see that the death 


penalty in and of itself is a failure. there is still murder 
and killing in this world. you cannot treat a disease by 
eliminating the symptom! it’s as simple as that. 
start by changing the value of life in the populations’ eyes 


Essays... 
Chris Quarantine 6208 Grady’s 
Walk Bowie, MD 20715-4018 
United States of America. 

Capital punishment is such 
a touchy subject because it deals with 
the life and death of other humans. It 
is the choice of other people to 
terminate the like of the criminal, 
which they have deemed guilty. Do 
we, and should we possess this right? 

When someone __ has 
murdered several people in cold 
blood, and in one way can be 
rehabilitated then why should we 
sacrifice our funds for their welfare? 
So we end up killing someone just for 
the fact that they can no longer be 
productive in society, and they cost 
us money. If someone has done a 
crime in which our judges have 
decided is worthy of a death 
sentence, can’t we give them life 
imprisonment ? That’s more 
punishment than the death penalty, 
and they'll have all those boring days 
of the rest of their life to reflect on 
their deeds. So what if it costs us 
money? It’s easy for us to condemn 


someone to death row when we're | 


not the actual occupant of the 
electric chair. It’s time to stop 
stooping down to their level 


“It’s easy for us to 
condemn someone 
to death row when 
we’re not the 
actual occupant of 


the electric chair.” 


Chad E. Rugola/Break Free 

fanzine P.O. Box 121 Lehman, PA 

18627-0121 United States of 
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Capital punishment, I don’t 

think I ever had an opinion on this 

‘matter. Because in some cases I think 
that it works. And in _ others, 

well... Whenever scumbags commit 

crimes, they should have to do the 

-time. If they killed someone, 
shouldn’t they be killed as well? This 
is not true in all cases, because 


‘morals, so 


Jim 


sometimes people are actually 
innocent and are killed unjustly. 
And I feel sorry for them. I think 
that rapists should be castrated. Yep, 
no woman’s pain would ever end 
from this act, but it sure might make 
them feel a little better. What I don’t 
understand in courts is why some 
people who kill numerous amounts 
of people are not sentenced to death 
right away and why other people 
who commit less offensive (it’s not 
like killing one person is any less 
offensive than killing many) are 
sentenced to death quickly. People 
are fighting capital punishment 
because they say why should the 
government. decide who dies and 
whatnot. Well why not, somebody 
has to. If people know they can get 
off easy, then they are going to keep 
killing people. It’s time to enforce 
some laws and maybe some people 
will be aware that if you take a life, 
your life should be taken as well. 


_ Please don’t start flipping out on me, 
because I know in some cases people. 


don’t deserve to die. So I guess it 
would depend on the case at hand. 
It’s very hard for me to say I am in 
favor of capital punishment, being 
that I am anti-abortion and vegan 
but I believe that all innocent 
creatures deserve to live. But the key 
word is innocent, understand. And if 
you are guilty then you should have 
to pay. Let the venom flow. 


Dawn Dwyer/Scene Goddess RD 6 
Box 6213 E.Stroudsburg, PA 
18301 United States of America. 
Capital punishment is a difficult 
subject to support, but I feel that it is 
necessary in our society today. So 
many people in our country lack 
there must be a 
punishment of some type to remind 
people what’s right or wrong. We 
live in a very relaxed country, I feel 
that if we take capital punishment 
more seriously, we can reduce crime 
der iacmca ti Goae to boy 


Ventosa/Passover 736 
Philadelphia St. Apt. 1, Indiana, 
PA. 15701 United States of 
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Basically I am dead set opposed to 
the death penalty. Since the turn of 
the century about 30 people have 
been executed and later found to be 


completely innocent. That’s just in 


the United States. I believe there are 
even more cases in the United 
Kingdom. I just don’t really place 
enough faith in the United State’s 
legal system to believe that every 
person that goes to trial is “proven” 
guilty or innocent really is. I think 
that the whole criminal law set up is 
just horrible. Lawyers have the job of 
convincing a group of twelve people 
that someone did or did not commit 
a crime. Whether or not he really did 


is beside the point. It’s just a matter 


of how convincing the lawyers are. 
But even providing that everyone 
that is convicted of a crime 
punishable by the death penalty IS 
guilty, how do we determine which 
people are truly deserving of the 
death penalty. It is a_ totally 
inconsistent system that is used to 
determine a very serious 
consequence. What makes one 
murderer any worse or better than 
the next? One thing that is fairly 
consistent is that minorities tend to 
receive the death penalty more often 
than non-minorities. I’m fairly sure 
that this ratio is not a total random 
one. Proponents of the death penalty 


often project hardass attitudes. “We 


gotta show them that they can’t go 
around killing without paying the 
price! Grr! Grr! I’m macho!” They 


say that capital punishment is a 


deterrent to violent crime, but 
studies have shown in many urban 
areas there are increased incidents of 
violence the few days immediately 
after execution. Another argument 
for the death penalty is “I’m paying 
my. tax dollars for these scum to sit 
here in prison their whole lives and 
watch cable tv.” Actually after you 
get past all the legal fees and appeals 
of getting someone executed, the cost 
is much higher than it would be to 
jail them for a lifetime. (Off the 
subject, the main behind giving 
prisoners benefits like cable TV etc. 
is that it will keep down incidents of 
prison violence by keeping the 
inmates happier. I’m not saying I 
agree with a lot of the benefits. 
prisoners receive, but I understand 
the motivation behind them. And 
I’m sure no matter what they give 
inmates to keep them happy, prison 


is not a fun place.) But what it boils 


down to is that 


ESSayYSaeewns 


killing is wrong. You can’t try and 
deter something by doing it. 


Jay Elliot/Cold Front Fanzine 
85 Jackson St. Dallas, PA 18612 
United States of America 
Ed asked me to write a piece 
on capital punishment for his next 
sine, so here 1 am, my hands on the 
keyboard and suddenly it hits me 
that I’m not too sure how I feel about 
the death penalty. I have lots of 
thought on the subject, it’s just that 
I really can’t put them together to 
form a solid opinion on it. 
For some reason, the first 
thought that comes to mind is 
wrongful conviction. Our justice 
- system is run by humans, and with 
all things controlled by humans it is 
subject to human error and 
corruption. The death penalty could 
be easily be used by corrupt 
authorities to “get rid of” political 
and personal rivalries. Another 
possibility is that a person is in the 
wrong place at the wrong time is 
convicted of capital offense, when 
he/she did not commit any crime at 
all, many times in the history of our 
system a person has been convicted 
of a crime, only to have evidence 
surface in several years that proves 
the person’s innocence. If we have 
already executed the person, wee 
have murdered an innocent person, 
and it’s not worth executing 
hundreds (or maybe ever thousands) 
of actual felons if one innocent 
person dies by the system’s hands. 
The thought of deterrence 
comes to mind next. The fact that 
the death penalty is very real 
deterrent to violent crime. It is 
arguable that for that reason the 
death penalty is worth having and in 
some cases even necessary. The death 
penalty may not reduce the murder 
rate, but it keeps thousands of others 
from acting on their violent 
tes Wee Osten @ eRe cts 
; Another issue is that of 
spending federal and state monies to 
keep convicts incarcerated, as 
opposed to the much _ cheaper 
execution. We are already cutting 
many important federal programs 
under the conservative congress 
(Medicare, social security, child care, 


_chokehold | 


-mecessary 


welfare and a lot of other programs 
I seé as necessary [but that’s a totally 
different issue].). Would it not be 
more logical to execute more 
criminals, as opposed to keeping an 
elderly person from getting their 
medication? 

The moral issue is of great 
importance. Who gives us the power 
to take the life of another human 
under any circumstances? Some 
people say the law grants us that 


power, but laws are created by 


humans. If we kill a killer what 
separates us from him. What defines 
savage murder and rightful justice, 
are we puny humans in any position 
Gio de-emnczuy deat 

If capital punishment is 
deemed necessary, who decides what 
is punishable by death? Where do we 
draw the line? Is the person who kills 


‘someone in a fit of rage any less 


deserving than a drunk driver, who is 
in a position to decide this issue? 

Well there were some of my 
thoughts on capital punishment and 
I still have not answered all .the 
questions I have-floating in my head. 
Maybe it’s up to individuals to 
decide and make their decision by 
voting. I am still confused about 
what my ballot would say, though. 


Melissa Neufell/Doormat Distro. 
65 Edwin Rd. Waltham, MA. 
02154 United States of America. 
The death penalty is 
becoming a very touchy subject in 
the United States. I realize that many 
people in this country would like to 
put capital punishment back into use 
due to the rise in violent crime. As 
the old saying goes “An eye for an 
eye.” Well, this is 1996 and things 
have changed. Frying someone in the 
electric chair until their skin is black 
is not only cruel but it’s inhumane. 
Not to mention the fact that many 
innocent people will die every year at 
the hands of our law enforcement 
agencies due to the number of people 
wrongly jailed. Two wrongs don’t 
make a right. Putting a murderer on 
death row will not bring back the — 
person he or she_ murdered. 
: The death penalty is not a 
deterrent to crime, either. A person 
in the act of committing a crime is 


Essays @ B® (cont.) 


(M.Neufel eo-nt)<) 
not thinking about his or her 


consequences. Our legal system needs - 


big changes, but bringing the death 
penalty back is not one of them. 
More money should be spent on 
education so people don’t commit 
crimes in the first place. As for those 
already in jail, money should be 
spent on_ rehabilitation 
education so they are a benefit to 
society where they are released 
depending on the crimes they have 
Gése ‘elbim | ex. tl eod 
Unfortunately I don’t have 
specific statistics on certain aspects of 
the death penalty. For example: the 
cost of putting someone in the 
electric chair VS. The cost of a life 
term in prison. If anyone can give me 
some more fatts please write to me. 
I’m interested in the statistics of the 
number of minorities wrongly put to 
death ailes Ox: 


Lisa Oglesby/Heartattack zine 
(Ebulltion) P.O. Box 848 Goleta, 
Ca . 93116 United States of 
Anes: (e wipoll Pierce! Na@Nay 


we like to pull each other’s 
strings. 

we want to cut our own. 

_ we like to have that little inch 
to make it easier. 

oh, so easier 

on autopilot. 

are we so scared? 

of the will, 

of our wills? 

that we want to lose 

our wills to live or die. 

i want to live 

my life. 

you can’t sign my line. 

i won't give you the power 
because these strings are mine. 


Ian P.O. Box 320 Bard College 
Annandale, NY. 12504 
Unites States of America 

As a vegan I feel that all killing is 
wrong. [ am _ against capital 
punishment because it involves 
making the choice for someone about 
living or dying. It is playing God in 


and. 


a way. We as a species have no right 
to decide which of us lives or dies. 


Yes, I agree that sometimes I feel like _ 


the death penalty would be 


_ something I want some people to be 
~ sentenced with (i.e. child molesters, 


rapists, most government officials, 
and big business CEO’s) but I cannot 
condemn another living being to 
death when so many of my values are 
based on life and letting others live. 
A tooth for a tooth, an eye for an 
eye seems like a great way to deal 
with problems, but what does killing 
someone who has killed do for us? 
We still have a killer in the society 
and how do we justify that person 
killing another without killing and 
then it would be just a vicious circle 
till all of society is gone. I guess I 
have made my point by now or else 
otherwise confused you all...o much 
for learning how to write an 
organized argument in ap English 
back in high school. 


Chris Sleboda/Andrew Thomas 
Co. 55 Searle St. Pittston, PA 
18640-2408 United States of 
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Let me first explain that I do not 
want to respond to this question but 
have no other choice. Ed asks me for 
this thing everyday. I don’t feel that 
I know enough about this topic to 
reply properly. I also don’t have any 
strong feelings for this topic. Maybe 
I should. I don’t know. But I guess 
common sense tells me that we don’t 
have the right to kill another person. 


_ Violence does not solve violence. No 


person has the right to take away 
another person’s life regardless if 
what that person has done. So 
without going into any discussion I’ll 
leave it at that. 
Ed, don’t use this. 


Joseph Lisciandro/Therefore 204 


--.Commonwealth Ave. Boston,MA. 
- 02116 United States of America. 


Edward asked me to write a piece 
on capital punishment a long time 
ago for his zine, and I really didn’t 
know what to say. I have never really 
given much thought to the subject, 
probably due to the fact that I was 
just too lazy to find out more. 

Five to six months later, a friend 
and I decided to check out a matinee 
at the local “artsy” theater down by 


Boston University. I saw previews for 
“Dead Man Walking” which credited 
Tim Robbins as the writer, director 
and producer, and since I enjoy some 
of his previous works (The 
Shawshank Redemption, The Player, 
and even the silly love story IQ) we 
decided to give it a chance. 

The film approached the 
death penalty in a very educational 
and opinionated manner. The film 
shows that we are all human, and 
humans are bound to make mistakes. 
The film asks the audience ‘a 
question: Does the government 
possess the right to kill human beings 
due to their mistakes? 

Personally, I feel the 
government is saying that killing is 
acceptable, because the death penalty 
states that people should be punished 
for their crimes with death. I always 
thought that violence and killing was 
wrong, supposedly the government 
does also, but they contradict 
themselves with the death penalty 
which is just reinforcing a violent 
d bi trees Vv e 

I suggest seeing the film 
“Dead Man Walking” for some good © 


insight about capital punishment, 


and the self-titled album by the 
hardcore band, Downcast, contains a 
good song about the death penalty. 
The album, also includes a good 
insert with some facts on the subject. 
So, in closing there is a good line 
from that song. “Paradox” which can 
sum all of this up, “When you kill a 
killer then you become the killer...” 


“When you kill 
a killer you 
become the - 


killer.” 


TedKerpovich/FrostbiteFanzine 
129 Keller Lane, Trucksville, Pa 
18708 United States of America. 

Okay, now I’m the first person to 
admit that in the past (Frostbite #2) 
I formulated an opinion on wether or 
not the death penalty was right or 


- morally correct based on speculation. 


A speculation that I think many 


people are persuaded by our 
government to make somebody think 
twice before they kili another 
humyn, that a state or country will 
be safer with it. However in doing 
studies on this topic for my Ethics 
class I found this idea to be opposite 
of the statistics. States that do not 
have the death penalty have fewer 
murders on average than_ states 
which have it. It’s my belief that by 
punishing with death, the state 
evokes a sort of revenge psychological 
effect on it’s citizens. Also, if you 
want to teach by example, but say 
“do not take ‘justice’ into your own 
hands,” having the death penalty is 
contradictory. One last thing to 
mention is that Amendments 8 and 
14 of the United States Constitution 
guarantee that no cruel, unusual or 
excessive methods of punishment will 
be allowed in this country. Well, if 
strapping someone into an electric 


chair isn’t cruel, unusual, or excessive 


- | don’t know what is. I don’t know 
about you but when I was young and 
some other kid would provoke a fight 
or argument with me, my mother 
would say “Don’t lower yourself to 
their level.” I think that’s good 
advice. I’m a _ death penalty 
ao.) shia) ods. d.. @.. te kk gat 


Andrew Cummings/Words of War 
fanzine. 1350 Mt. Vernon Rd. 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 United 
States of America 

Wow, Ed - you sure picked an 
interesting, controversial, and 
“tough” topic. Well, now to what I 
think of the whole scheme. As far as 
I’m concerned I generally feel in 
“most” cases, the “eye for an eye, 
tooth for a tooth” theory is justified 
yet I’m sure that the fate of one 
person should be held in the hands 
of twelve strangers. Who is to say 
that “the accused is actually guilty 
just because twelve people agree that 
he/she is guilty or he/she is not 
guilty. Yet I do feel that if it’s proven 
without a doubt at all, that a person 
being guilty of such a crime as 
murder or rape, that they should 
have to pay the ultimate price for 
their actions. That price being their 
own life. But then again, how many 
_ times is a person_actually considered 
guilty beyond a shadow of a doubt? 
Too many times, have innocent 


people been killed for crimes they did 
not commit. I’m sorry, but I just 
cannot trust this bullshit legal system 
in this country 90% of the time. 
Most trials are not tried fairly. For 
instance, as far as | was concerned, 
OJ Simpson was guilty of murder, 
yet his money, public opinion and 
his fame bought him his freedom. 
That case has only proven to me that 
our system’s justice is not only blind, 
but deaf dumb and stupid. With 
juries such as the one on the 
Simpson case out there, I do not feel 
that I should have any faith 
whatsoever in our court system. 
Verdicts can go either way 
sometimes they are correct, others 
incorrect. But just for the fact that 
sometimes they are incorrect leads 
me to a scenario where I feel “we” 
cannot trust the system, but do feel 
when a person is actually guilty of 
murder or rape they should be put to 
d e a t h 


At this point, I would like to 
conclude the essay section of this zine. I 
would like to give the most sincere 
“thank you’s” to everyone who replied, 
and took time to respond to me. 


Capital punishment and the death 
penalty is a subject that should not be 
taken with a “hard-ass” stance. You 
should always be open to other's views 
and emotions toward it. By opening up 
your ears to others you will gain a 
greater understanding of the topic in 
f u l l 


The death penalty is not unlike 
topics such as euthanasia, abortion and 
vivisection. The reason these topics are 
so heated amoungst the masses is 
because it has a common link that 
relates to everyone: life. Whenever the 
topic of giving or taking life comes 
about, you can guarantee that there will 
be a lot of controversy surrounding it. 


Keep an open mind, debate, get to 
know others views to further your own. 
Become an educated individual about 
the subjects that effect you and your 


world community...It’s <i 
Pore OH ee eee Qe psy ser eat | 
Thanks for your time! 
PO ee pe ee | 


~ burial 
ground 


The following interview was conducted in the late 
summer of 1995 with lead man, Jamie White of 
Burial Ground. The words exchanged between us 
were very revealing. Many important issues 
pertaining to hardcore, politics and life arose 
throughout the conversation. If you learn at least a 
fraction of the insight that I gained through this, 
then my goal is accomplished in doing this 
particular section of the zine. .. 


Refuge-Tell us something about the band since we 
have to start off with these typical “zine” 
questions... 

Jamie-Okay, Burial has been around for about a year 
and a half, maybe actually two years, we were just 
gonna start a little noise band, and it progressed because 
of my liking of death metal. It’s something that I’ve 
always wanted to do and everything...It progressed into 
something that I wanted, but then, well things got all 
f**cked up with drugs and alcohol, after a while I got 
sober again and I wanted to redo it to the point where it 
would make me happy...I wanted to go back to it and do 
just a little bit better this time... 

Refuge-What’s been the response recently to the 
band, in the past couple of shows? 

Jamie- I have to say the response has been rather well - 


I've been surprised...Because a lot of people don’t care . 


for too much death metal, I know every one likes Satan, 
but...I’ve been really happy with the response... 
Refuge- You guys seem to be going off the wall 
with this whole “rebirth” business, what’s the deal 
with this? Is it the title of the demo? 

Jamie- Yes, it is...Well, rebirth is my rebirth...I was 
into the evil, you know drugs and alcohol, I found a 
light this time, and it made me “reborn”... 

Refuge- Give us some history on what you are being 
reborn from... . : 

Jamie- Well, actually being reborn from this piece of 
shit that I used to be...This evil bastard that didn’t care 
about anything, would drink himself into oblivion, you 


know, get high everyday, the only thing he cared about — 


was making money, my lifestyle was just totally 
f**cking crazy...I say it to everybody that uses drugs 


and gets high, you always notice somebody that sells 


drugs or is addicted to drugs - they’re always looking 
over they’re shoulder...I hate that lifestyle. I fought it 
once and I fought it again... 

Refuge- How many times were you in rehab? 
Jamie- I’ve been to rehab once for 42 days. 

Refuge- Tell us about that. 

Jamie- That’s when I was back home in New Jersey. 
My drug of choice has always been heroin. I’ve loved 
it and used it since...God, since I was a teenager. I got 
fed up with my life, I was going nowhere, I was getting 
locked up all the time, I was getting picked up, having 
black-outs, passing out, all this crazy stuff...Ended up in 
abandoned building shooting up, robbing stealing, 
manipulating people...It’s not the way to live. It’s 
honestly not. I think during those seven years of my life 
I neglected and abused a lot of people: that really cared 
about me...Now I’m trying to give it back a little 
bit...Letting people know that this time it’s for good, I 
don’t have any intentions of going anywhere, a lot of 
people nowadays, that I used to get high with... 
Refuge- What made you go to rehab? 

Jamie- Well, I ran into a little bit of trouble with the 
law. I was living with my sister-in-law at the time, I 
broke into the next door neighbor’s house, which was 
abandoned, I was so messed up, I was so hammered, I 


don’t know how many bags I did, but I was really © 


messed up. I was trying to light a fire in a little can, and 
I almost bumed down the whole building...And in the 
process of almost burning down the building, I could 
have probably killed my two nephews, my niece, my 
sister-in-law, mt older brother and the other people that 
lived there. I got: locked up for drugs, criminal 
trespassing, arson...the whole nine yards. While I was in 
the cell I was like “I can’t live like this, I almost killed 
my family, man..this is f**king absurd.” Thankfully 
when I was in rehab, the landlord knew that I was trying 
to better my life, so he dropped all the charges... 
Refuge- What was rehab like? 

Jamie- Rehab was very educational. I learned how to 
be human again. When you pollute yourself with drugs 
for so long, you forget how to react. You don’t know 
emotions, you don’t know how to live... Your lifestyle’s 
different. It’s street lifestyle and money. You have no 
friends, all of them stab you in the back, I had to leam 
how to live...I was totally dysfunctional from society, 
even thought I really despise society, after I got out of 
rehab I jarred away from the meetings, you know AA 
and NA, I thought to myself, “If you can stay sober, stay 
sober...It’s all a choice, you don’t have to keep going to 
these meetings” Those meetings just make you want to 
get high...When you’re in a room and someone says 
“Oh, I just wanted to drink today, I could just taste that 
beer,” or “ Oh, I wanted to snort a line today, but not 
just a regular line, but one like this big...” you just don’t 
want to do that!!! I've been talking to a lot of kids 
nowadays about drugs, I try to tell them, that not might 
be the way for you...stay sober, go around other people 
that don’t get high... Who cares what people think? I 
don’t care I’m better than the people I used to get high 
with...I’ve seen so much shit in my life... Those people 
are going nowhere, I know I’m going somewhere. 
Refuge-Would you have wound up dead if you kept 
up that lifestyle? 

Jamie- Oh, yeah...A lot of people helped me out. I 
went cold turkey. 

Refuge-How much money did you spend per week 
on drugs? 

Jamie- Oh God, I figure at least 200 or 250 dollars a 
week. 

Refuge- You have a rather firm stance about 
animal liberation...Express on it... 

Jamie- One thing that I did when I became sober is to 
go vegetarian because of health reasons, because of 


__ what the addiction to heroin did to my body. I am a very 


caring person. When I was younger, my dad used to 
take me hunting, I wouldn’t even shoot a goddamned 
deer, I'd hide under a tree...and you know, I got called 
a wimp and everything. I've always cared about 
animals, one thing that I’ve always wanted to do is to 
find something to put all my energy into something a lot 
more positive...I think that it is one of the most positive 
things that 've ever put energy into...P'll do anything to 
save any form of life, not jut animals, for my choice, I 
am very pro-life... 

Refuge- Speak about it... 

Jamie- One thing that I don’t believe in, other than 
animal testing, consumption of animals of any kind, 
dairy products, is I don’t believe in murder in any sense, 
in any way. There is no justifiable murder. A lot of 
people use abortion as a protection against sex. That’s 
murder. I’ve met people in life that have had two or 
three abortions... You know, that’s two or three kids. I 
can see why someone wouldn’t want to bring up a kid 
in this f**ked up world of ours, but just use your head 
a little bit... 

Refuge- There’s a lot of different attitudes in the 
whole :pro-life” movement... There’s the kind that 
could sit here and say “I’m pro-life, if I had the 
choice, I would never choose abortion, but if there 
is another person that I’m close with, I would 
influence them not to get an abortion, but I still 
respect their right to choose. 

Jamie- Oh, yeah, that’s basically the same realm that I 
take. I'll tell you something, and I'll be honest with 
you, but a lot of people that are 110% pro-life don’t 


agree with this, but if you’re 14 years old, and you get . 


raped, or it’s incest, do you want that kid to grow up 
totally physically, emotionally abused by that mother? 
Then you are going into an entirely different realm 
called child abuse. If I know someone who is pregnant, 
I would at least inform them, let them know what 


actually happens. 


Refuge- I see a lot of inconsistencies in the pro-life 
movement. There’s too many people so 
compassionate towards the fetus, but choose to 
ignore the suffering of the homeless, the whores 
walking around the streets. People should start 
thinking about the whole humyn perspective. Their 
“pro-life” battle isn’t ended once the baby’s born- 
Who’s going to care for this child? The important 
aspect of compassion is to make sure that people 
are living... 
Jamie- Yeah. 
Refuge- Do you think that legislation should be 
pushed to ban abortion or what? 
Jamie- I definitely think that people should definitely 
have that choice. I think that people, before they go and 
make that choice should be well more educated... They 
should push more education in the school systems. 
Who cares if the kid is ten years old? Teach them about 
sex and abortion. 
Refuge- Take Europe for example. They’re so much 
more sexually liberated than us here in the United 
States, they have lower statistic of disease, etc. etc. 
Jamie- Yeah, sex in the US is blasphemy! We can’t 
keep it in the closet, kids are doing it...We have to 
educate the kids about sex, kids will use protection, so 
they won’t have to use abortion as a means of a way out. 
That’s just the way I feel. The state should be pushing 
more sex education in the school system, even at young 
s. 
Refuge- What do you think about gun control? 
Jamie- Gun control...Well, you got 14, 15, 16, 17 year 
old kids - GUNS...Man, gums are easy to get. I had one 
in February. - 20 bucks. It’s what you call a knee 
knocker. You take out somebody’s knee with it...”But 
why would I need it?” Paranoia, kids are paranoid, 
they’ re scared, they wanna be hard, tough...I just don’t 
believe how easy it is to purchase a firearm. 
Refuge- So what do you think we should do about 
that? 
Jamie- Well, gun give away, programs like 
that... They're never going to be able to stop it...Just like 
America’s so-called war on drugs. If America didn’t 
want drugs on the streets, nobody would have them. If 
America didn’t want guns on the street, nobody would 
have them. 
Refuge- Then what’s the reason? 
Jamie- Depopulation. 
Refuge- Depopulation? 
Jamie- It is. Look at AIDS. AIDS isn’t from any 
monkey! AIDS is made by the government. How come 
a disease conveniently happens after the government 
puts up four clinics in major cities for hepatitis? Now, 
a heroin addict will go to a hepatitis clinic because you 
can get hepatitis from a dirty needle. They get blood 
transfusions, why did AIDS start from all these people 
treated at these clinics? Couple months later, they find 
out they have this mysterious disease, they didn’t have 
it before they went to these clinics - that’s telling you 
something right there. It’s even stated that the US 
government was trying to create a weapon, a biological 
weapon in the 60's and 70's for depopulation. For 
biological warfare..The US government doesn’t 
care... They don’t care - ALCOHOL- alcohol get’s 
relegalized, marijuana was legal, they say “no more 
marijuana” do you wanna know why they said no more 
marijuana? Because marijuana can’t kill people. - and 
it’s a fact. - it could mess your brain up after a while and 
make you stupid, but it’s a slow process. Alcohol- you 
drink, get in a car, you kill people. It causes chaos. Keep 
the substance that is more dangerous on the market so 
people will buy it, consume it, their lives will go to hell 
and they'll kill people. My mom always tells me not to 
talk about this stuff. She says “When you do those 
interviews with those people, don’t talk about this stuff 
they’ll come for you...” I say no they’re not, I’m an 
American, I have the right to speak., I just don’t believe 
in the government...Let’s get back to gun control...If 
they didn’t want them on the streets, they wouldn’t have 
them there. There would be way more restrictions, it 
would be way more harder to get guns, there would be 
no more problems... 
Refuge- Do you think that it’s important for 
Americans to own guns? 
Jamie- I don’t see why they'd need them. 
Refuge- Let me use a “right-wing”/ conservative 
slogan...They say “If you outlaw guns, then only 
outlaws will have guns” - now, I’m playing devil’s 


. advocate here. But, if you take the power fron the 
people, then only the “oulaws” will have the power. 
Jamie- That’s definately true. It’s a no win situatoin. I 
truly believe there should just be no guns...gus, missles, 
bombs...Governments souldn’t have guns, police 
shouldn’t have guns, kids shouldn’t have guns... 
Refuge- What do you think people should use? 
Jamie- Wanna go to war, use your hands...I dunno, 
guns make killing too easy... 

Refuge- What have you been listening to lately? 
What’s the playlist? 

Jamie- What I’ve been listening to latley? VOD, The 
new Option, KISS... 

Refuge- You have them tatooed on your knuckles, 
man! 

Jamie- I love them! I’m getting Ace on my left arm! I 
listen to Cheap Trick, Morbid Angel...I try to stray away 
from Death metal anymore... 

Refuge- Why? 

Jamie- It freaks me out...A lot of it has to do with 
Satanism. Like Deicide...I don’t like them... They take 
it too far, they’re extremists...it’s stupid. They’re 
knocking Christianity, I woun’t knock anyone’s 
religioin... 

Refuge- How heavily were you involved in 
Satanism? 

Jamie- Very much. Very much. It gave me a sense of 
power. It gave me a feeling that I was truly evil... The 
human race is doomed, we're all gonna die. The 
demons are gonna come and take over what they had. 
Tehy are gonna take over the planet. I used to be for it 
110%...I was into the Ancient Babaalonian religion, 
derived from the Necronomicon, but the Necronomicon 
isn’t even a quarter of what that religion really is...you 
really have to do a lot of research on it...the way I look 
at it, is this planet was fought for and it was lost, but 
there will come a time when there will be another war, 
and i will be won again... But, I’m not gonna go into it 
asrymore, because I’ll probably take up a couple of your 
tapes talking about it... 

Refuge- Okay, well, let’s change the pace... What’s 
the most important thing in your life right now? 
Jamie- Burial Ground. It’s the most important thing in 
muy life. That’s what keeps me going. 

Refuge- Where do you see Burial Ground a couple 


years from now? 

Jamie- Doing shows. A lot of shows out of state. 
Playing for the kids. I don’t hope for anything major. I 
don’t shoot for any major lable, but I’mn the first one to 
admit it, that if some lable said “Here, we’ ll do this...” 
and I fought back and forth with a contract and they 
came to my terms, then maybe I'd do it... If it payed my 
bills and whatnot...Hey, maybe Id do that! But, I’m not 
striving for it. 

Refuge-What is the best show you’ve ever played? 
Jamie- Honestly, we love playing with Option...For 
some reason, there is an awesome crowd pull when we 
play together. Option’s music is changing an awful lot, 
Steve and Jon have excellent musicians playing with 
them now... think it’s excellent...It’s way better than 
their earliest released...The last show we played was 
with Option, and it was a damn good show...I loved 
every minute of it.... 

Refuge- If you had three wishes that some genie 
would fulfil, whoat would they be? : 
Jamie- I'd have to say, one taht this band would stay 
together, the second that no evils will ever enter my life 
again, that’s something that I would definately wish for 
- total happines and sobriety, and my last wish would be 
to do a six month tour with Steve, Jon and the rest of 
Option...I just know that their 7” is going to do so well. 
The tape isn’t even out and people know the songs...I 
mean, they’re incredible... They've been geting a great 
response from other bands...I definately want to do a 
tour with Option. That’s one thins that I’m trying to get 
them to do... 

Refuge- What’s your biggest goal in life right now? 
Jamie- My biggest goal in life right now, I’d have to 
say is paying back, for what I’ve done - to myself, my 
family, and to all these kids...I abandonded everybody 
for a substance and my main goal in life right now is to 
give back whatever I can. 

Refuge- And how do you do that? 

Jamie- I try to encourage people, a lot of people zines 
(laughter), encourage support of the scene...I’m starting 
a meeting/group called “Project Start Today” (Yes, I 
did get that from the Gorilla Biscuits song) but, it’s anti- 
drug and alcohol group, awarness of abortion, rape, 
murder, child abuse...everyhting. It’s a way for me to 


give back to the kids what I’ve leamed from experience 


To show them another way. I do encourage kids to 
support the scene, go to shows, remain sober, 
enjoy life...life is what you make it. If you’re 
bored,. It’s because you choose to be that way. I 
get bored, I get out of it all the time, I encourage 
kids to do so much, live more positively. 
Refuge- and that’s your payback? 

Jamie- yeah. 

Refuge- Do you think you’ re paying people 
back with the band? 

Jamie- Yeah, I've beenwrinting a lot of newer 
Stuff that I’ve been writing has been on the 
lines of my struggle, me being a piece of shit, 
waste... 

Coming up out of it. One goal I have is to tour 
schools and talk about this all. Explain to kids 

that ’'ve been through all of this what you’re 

going through, it just gets worse, unless you put 

your two feet out the door and try to change it. I 

encourage evrybody...Go sober, hang out with 

straight edge kids, I don’t lable myself as : 

Straight edge”, I’m just Jamie and I don’t 
get high. I don’t like to get high. I 

y don’t like drugs, I don’t like alcohol. 

Refuge- Do you think that straightedge kids 

are a good influence on you? 


oo % Jamie- Yeah, very much. Traight edge kids keep 


f me going. They have a lot of energy. It makes 
me so happy to talk to a kid that can honestly say 
“T never drank before in my life” - because they 

' so lucky that they’ve never done that...It f*cks 

you up, it really does...It’s true, once you go out, 
get drunk, throw up, you say “I'll never do that 
again!” ... Three days later, you’re doing it again. 
Who knows the reason why? You just escape 
raality for that short amount of time... That’s the 
only reason why I am convinced people so that 
shit, any kind of substance - to escape reality 
because they have problems in their lives. If you 
can’t learn to deal with your problems head on, 
then you better go seek some counciling, or talk 
to somebody, or do something, cause life is 

what you make of it. You know, I’m going to college 
now... 
Refuge- What for? 
Jamie- Journalism...But I really want to make film. I 
wanit to make documentaries on what I’ve been through, 
you know drugs... I wanna do stuff on hardcore, I wanna 
do horror movies, though...That’s my true love...But, 
now that I’m sober these dreams have been coming true 
for me, they are no longer ferry-tales, like when I was 
getting f**ked up...nothing becomes reality, just 
dreams... That’s all it is... 

Refuge- Well, that’s about it...Oh, wait! Since Jerry 

Garcia died today, let’s talk about him for a while... 

Jamie- Uni, I particularly loved Nirvana, I loved Kurt 

Cobain...I didn’t cry when Kurt Cobain killed himself. 

Shame he died. Jerry Garcia- major influence..:But, I 

know that a lot of people like them. Jerry Garcia- what 

does Jerry Garcia influence? Drug use, alcohol abuse... 

I can’t see why anyone would want to base their lives 

around that. ’'m thankful, and I really shouldn’t say this, 

but I'm thankful that that man is gone. I’m not going to 


say dead, but gone. Now maybe some kids will have to © 


clean up themselves, get jobs, stop living on the road. I 
can’t see the fascination of living in a parking lot. I just 
can’t see it. Living in a parking lot, eatng tomato 
sandwiches. What kind of life is that? 

Refuge- That’s the life you were leading... 

Jamie- Oh, yeah. I hear “We travel, we see the world!” 
- no you don’t = you see the highway and a parkinglot. 
Refuge- Or whatever you see when you’re tripped 
out. 

Jamie- Yeah, exactly - and i’m just thankful in a way 
that the band is gone...but now you got Phish and Blues 
Traveler., it won’t end...but... 

Refuge- Alright closing comments??? 

Jamie- Always support feminist movements, I always 
say this to ever zine I’m involved in. Support those 
movements, support your scene. Support the zines, 
especially yours, Ed you do a lot for this zine, that’s 
awesome. Kids like you are keeping it going...That’s a 
real good thing. Thanks to Option, Brett, So What, 
Extend, I appreciate you all. Thanks for the interview! 
Thank you, Jamie, Contact Bural Ground through 
me at this zine’s addy...Burial Ground CD avail. 
Late May through Ascension /Brea Free Records... 


‘Well, well, well...I can’t believe I’m here at the end of my sixth issue...I really didn’t expect that I would ever get this thing done. There were a lot 
of times during the production of this thing that I seriously thought about giving up on this all together. I really found no more motivation to do it...] 
mean, why would someone in their right mind want to spend 500 plus dollars, countless hours and dollars on postage and the time to do a fanzine that 
you get such little feedback for? Naturally, I answered that question easily after a’ couple of hours of thought...It was easy...Because without this . 
fanzine, as sentimental and cheesy this sounds, I would have no voice in this scene...] mean, yeah, I have the band, but I rarely talk about . 
WHATEVER I want when I’m up in front of you all...there’s boundaries, limitations about what I can say. The words have to deal with the particular 
show, or the particular song, This fanzine provides me with a ‘hardcore megaphone’. I get to scream into tt, (just like that manager guy in the WWF) 
until someone, somewhere will pick this thing up and hear it. I realized how much freedom and power I posses with a fanzine (although with the recent 
proverbial ‘death’ of the fanzine, the power is declining...this movement has lost it’s greatest function, the power of the pen...it just seems like such a 
lost art in punk any more...) and how much I have come to take this power for granted. This is where my true love is, in this zine. This is probably my 
closest link to hardcore and punk that I know... This is my contribution to the movement, that’s why I take so much pride putting my name into this, 
because it is what I give to you all, my fellow counterparts in this scene. I guess to EXEMPLIFY my use of this hardcore megaphone, I’m going to 
allow myself to just write away, and free write this section...I have had a lot of different issues in my mind lately, but none of them is that complex, 
well, interesting, enough to write entire page articles about...So here goes... | 

Lately, after attending a show in which I was harassed, tripped and “started with” by a group of boys, I have been taking more and more notice to 
the way that people have been treating one another, especially at shows. There seems to be an apparent lack of respect between kids at shows. For 
examples: the dancing, the overwhelming’ smoke, the overpriced “merchandise” being sold, bands showing up late for shows purposely to play late, 
and (what this article is going to focus mostly upon) the “coldness” between hardcore kids. I say “coldness” to imply a point. Kids just don’t talk to 
one another. Hardcore shows in short are a bunch of strangers jumping on one another because of a common love for music. This is fine and great, but 
would it be nice to be able to eliminate the “strangers” section of that phrase? I would love to be able to go to a show and actually NOT be the one that 
initiates conversations (a quick example: I’m the kid, when you’re searching through the record boxes at shows, that will comment about something 
that you pause on for a while. Sometimes people like the advice, they’ll start talking to me about music, and I’ll make a friend, sometimes it backfires 
on me - you should see some of the looks get! [humorous].) - go to a show, and have someone come up to me and say, “hi, my name is... I’m having an 
awesome time...how about yourself?”. I just don’t see the sense in these “cliques” that exist at shows. A bunch of kids, either from the same area, the 
same clothes, etc., etc., sitting in “Indian Style” in a circle talking and laughing. I would love to go up to a “popular” group of kids I don’t know and 
just get into their conversation, or else try to...(okay, back to the point)...the obsolete nature of these stupid “isolationist” attitudes and “cliques” is 
apparent. I’m so tired of it. Shows should be a huge socialization process, with tons of conversations between bands, lots of kids talking and getting to 
know one another. I think that we are the only movement on Earth so closely knit. It astonishes my non-punk friends that I am “friends” with 
hardcore/sxe kids from, say, Norway...This is a very unique trait, why not break down barriers like “cliquesque” attitudes and freaking expand like 
hell on it? IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES! | | 

Today I registered to vote. I registered myself as a Democrat. It was a toss-up between “Independent” and “Democrat”, but I wanted to be able to 
vote in’ primaries, so I registered as a Democrat. I guess I fit the “liberal” label, although I don’t strictly conform to the whole “liberal” cast. I guess I 
call myself “liberal” or “left wing” for the sheer reason that I consider myself a very broad-minded individual, nothing more. I tend to find a lot of 
inconsistencies among the ideals held by conservatives, like the whole abortion or censorship issues...Conservatives claim that they hate strong central 
government, that it interferes with the individual’s right to live freely, but they advocate the outlawing of abortions and censoring what they claim 
“obscene.” To me, the contradiction is apparent. Maybe on many social issues, we will see a reversal of the roles in the “conservatives” and 
“liberals”...Liberals fighting for the end of government intervention in issues like abortion and censorship, while conservatives push for government 
intervention. I know this thought may seem unimportant and minuscule, but this is something that I have been thinking about lately. Strange. I would 
really appreciate some feedback on this. | 

In my psychology class, we are studying the works of Dr. Victor Frank] and his theories of Logotherapy. In this class, it is not unusual to see me put 
my head down on the desk and sleep, daze off into space, draw in my notebook, or do some type of school-boredom activity, but when we studied this 
man’s works, I was to say the least, impressed. Dr. Frankl was a Jewish prisoner in Auschwitz work camp during the Nazi holocaust in the 1940's. He 
was a psychologist, and during his stay in the camp, he used the situations in the camps to make theories on humyn nature. He came up with a theory 
called logotherapy. Frankl believed that people needed to find definition in life, they needed something to live, and in some cases to die for. Through 
his observances in the camps, he proved this theory to be a very valid one...See, Frankl saw that men, physically able, strong and built would often 
times die within weeks of entering the camps, while rabbis in the camps would often times live years on end. By taking this into mind, he began to 
understand that once an individual lost hope, lost meaning in life, he basically died - not just emotionally, but physically, and the ones who discovered 
meaning during this period of suffering, the ones who found meaning to live, thrived on what little they possessed. This easily applied to today’s 
society... Today, during this “brave new world” (technology, etc, etc.) a void exists within the common individual’s mind. Everything is so convenient, 
so easy that it takes little or no mental power to do anything any longer (as opposed to years ago, when the common person worked essentially for 
everything, ), we have computers and robots that take care of everything, leaving very little for people to do. This creates a vacuum, a void, that gives 
people extreme amounts of free time; which in tum creates depression, neurosis and a lack of meaning in life...a lack of something to live for. People in 
society find ways to fill this vacuum. They fill it up with laziness, addictions, etc. etc. ( Why do you think that drug abuse is so rampant, more than 
ever, in society today? It is obvious to see the fact that people have lost the “meaning” in their lives...Ask a common person on the streets if they 
possessed an ideal that they would die for without a second thought... It is not all that difficult to assume what kind of answers you would 
receive...Society on a whole has lost meaning...) Frankl uses his theories of logotherapy to try to get people to search for meaning, a positive fill for 
that void that exists. I began to think about exactly what logotherapy was all about when my friend Colon, who was giving a guest lecture on it singled 
m out in front of the class and asked me “okay, class - for example - Ed, would you die for your straight edge ideals?” I answered “Sure” he responded 
“See, a positive fill in life, this is what people need.”. I began to think about how much definition hardcore kids posses in their lives, wether it be 
working for a drug free life, world, community, animal liberation, working for the scene, playing music, getting into community, (battered womyn’s 
shelters, food not bombs...) and started to peice this all together... The hardcore community would probably be a perfect pyschological experiment for 
Frankl’s theories. Maybe the reason straightedge is so very popular within the hardcore scene is because these kids fill that vacuum in their lives with 

‘positive causes (rather than drugs, etc. etc), and don’t feel the need to fill their lives with such garbage like addictions...It’s a very interesing thought... 
But on the same token, I began to ponder about how terminally pathetic our generation truly is, how shallow our lives (“our” collectively meaning 
this whole “generation X” label) have become. Look at kids that you know of that are not involved in punk/hardcore/straightedge -whatever...Most of 
the time you will find that people on a whole are very self-centered (not that I’m saying the punk scene is free of this, but it is on a much smaller 
degree, I don’t want to put punk kids on a “perfect” pedestal, because they, keep in mind are humyn too!), and have little regards for the people, 
environment, world (social, political, economical) around them. It’s rather humorous to talk to people that I know about how I put on benefit shows for 
battered womyn’s shelters, do a record label to make benefit CD’s, or work in the soup kitchen - they think that I’m crazy. I often get questions like 
“Why?” or “Why spend so much time on things like that?”. People really have no regards to anyone that doesn’t exist in their little MT V/Zima 
lifestyles, and this scares me. Kids have no definition to live.(Is life truly life when life is a bottle, or a buming leaf, or an orgasm? It’s needless to ask 
m opinion, but it seems that this is what life is evolved into.) What I’m saying is that people, as a whole have no reason to live...truly live, get up in the 
morning and strive for something. Punk rock and straightedge give me a reason to keep on striving against this brutal world. Being punk means going © 
against the norms, and the accepted lifestyles accepted by this apathetic society. It means, filling that void (like Dr. Frank! said), finding meaning in. 
life, finding a struggle to fight your whole life to try and achieve...and if we don’t ever reach these goals, I don’t think that it’s important, it’s the 
struggle that counts, the struggle that fills the vacuum that society wants us to fill with it’s alcohol, sex, money, greed and hate...Find meaning... 


quest.&answer 


In the last issue of refuge, I received a lot of mail about the question and answer 
section of the zine. 

The majority of the letters were very positive and due to this fact, I’m going to 
continue to make up 

common questions and answer them to the best of my ability. This section of the zine 
is open for comment and debate. In future issues, if I receive any feedback for this 
section, I will discuss questions sent to me. I know that I am not in any way a 
spokesperson on behalf of the entire straight edge/hardcore community, nor do I 
attempt to be one. The reason why this section exists is for me to be able to give you 
some personal insight from me, the editor. There are far too many authors and editors 
of publications in this movement that are very impersonal with their writings, and 
leave me with an empty feeling as I page through their zines. This section is the heart 
of an individual, putting me and you on an eye-to-eye open-forum type of atmosphere. 
The following questions I am about to present are issues that I feel have some type of 
relevance in our ljves...wether it be minute or gigantic in terms of importance, it’s 
here...so enjoy...and please remember that none of these questions end after my 
answer. If you care to write in about something you have read, I will gladly print it in 
next issue’s section...thanXXX. 

What’s up with this debate about Cd’s vs. Vinyl? 

God, this must be the lengest on-going (useless) debate that I have ever come across in the 
“punk” scheme of things. People seem to be bent on choosing sides on the battle of CD vs. 
Vinyl Whenever asked about “which I like better” I always respond “vinyl” Why? For. 
many reasons. : 

One being that Vinyl, to my ears and when played on a good phonograph sounds so much 
more raw and real than a digital CD. I have this weird connotation with CD’s and 
computers. Don’t get me wrong, I love computers, but the idea of music being little 
microchips and “data” just gives me the impression that it isn’t music on that disc, it’s a 
program. I feel that music wasn’t made to be something so foreign to humyn contact, so 
far removed from the whole scheme of things. I also think that vinyl is much more 
personal. Much more of the whole punk experience. It is a quality that exemplifies the DIY 
and intimate ethics that punk and hardcore revolve around. See, in punk ‘music, the most 
unique trait to it’s name is the fact that the line between “band” and “audience” is next to 
nothing. The only difference being that the kids on stage have instruments, the kids in the 
crowd do not. Vinyl gives a perfect example of this. It allows you to experience the music, 
by actually physically being able to control the sound, to spin the record, let the needle hit 
the grooves. Records also make better collectibles. CD’s in my opinion remind me of eight- 
tracks too much...Remember them? Your parents probably have a couple laying around, 
they didn’t last though, did they? They were too impersonal, crap...But I guarantee that 
everyone of your parents have a lot of records in the house, that if taken care of sound 
great. Everything that a Cd possesses, a record could stretch to a new, 

higher magnitude. ’'m not even mentioning the free stuff you get with a record. (As 
minuscule as it sounds...) Free stickers, literature, etc. etc. I realize that Cd’s are much 
cheaper to put out and much more convenient to use, only an idiot would argue against 
that...but vinyl is punk tradition. Something different form the norm, something non- 
corporate. It is a quality unique to the whole punk experience. 

How about Sex and Straight Edge? Do you engage in sex? What are 
your thoughts on this? ‘ 
This question was actually sent in and brought up on many different occasions in the past 
couple of months. 

Although the subject of “what straight edge is” is such a played-out and over done subject, 
this is one of the aspects existing “in the edge” that still perplexes many of us today. In my 
personal opinion and interpretation of what is and isn’t straight edge, I would have to say 
that illicit, casual and promiscuous sex is a definite no-no. “Why?” you ask. Well, let's start 
out by taking a look from a couple different points of view... 
Whenever asked why I am straight edge and drug-free, | usually answer “because drugs, 
alcohol and sex are 
counter-productive to my being in society...drugs and sex keep me from what I want to do, 
they halter my creativity and potential.” See, sex in and of itself is a good thing. It allows 
people to express deep love to one another. BUT, sex (in regards to the way that this 
saciety promotes and uses it) is something to keep people oppressed and keeps people's 
minds and bodies occupied doing it rather than striving for other goals in life. Sex can be 
just as consuming as any drug, it can be just as dangerous as sniffing cocaine up your nose, 
or maybe even more dangerous. If straight edge is a pure way of life, why would anyone 
imagine that exposing yourself to hundreds of negative consequences could be pure or 
positive?...Please don’t misinterpret what I am saying here. I am not bashing on the 
monogamous couple that engages in sexual intercourse for ANY reason whatsoever. {1 
firmly believe that sex is an activity that has other usage rather than procreation, we, being 
humyn beings are far removed from the rest of the animal kingdom, hence we use so-called 
“instinctive habits” in many different ways.) Sex in a relationship can be positive or 
negative, | am not one to judge...if and when the day comes where I find that I am in love, 
sex will probably be an option in the relationship...But in regards to casual sex I am trying 
to say is that it is just as mind altering and addictive as any type of foreign chemical into 
the body. In my opinion, I feel that sex (in an illicit, promiscuous, casual manner) is 
something that has no place in straight edge. 

What do you think about the whole bar code debate? 
This whole bar-code debate is another silly one. It is obvious that bar codes have absolutely 
no place in hardcore punk. Bar codes symbolize everything that we as punks stand against. 
The bar code is a sign of punk truly conforming to the standards of main-stream corporate 
trash music. I look at it as a great loss to see great bands such as Strife on major labels 
such as victory. True, victory and new age keep somewhat in touch with the 
hardcore/punk roots, but this bar code business has gotta go...I am getting more and more 
disappointed at the growing popularity of hardcore music. Look at CIV for god's sake...it’s 
pretty sick...MTV and everything...Bar codes are the foundation, the roots, the basis of 
how this movement, these bands get to where mister CIV is right now. I know that most of 
you read articles in zines like this and blow this off as something that kids just like to yap 
about, something else to complain about, but this is not the case. I strongly encourage you 
to begin looking at the degradation of our movement as it stands right now. Do not let 
CEO's, bar codes, major record labels, and salaries in the hundreds of thousands enter 
hardcore. Do your best to keep this for us, for the kids...I’s what hardcore is all about, 
and if we lose the DIY ethic of the way that this movement functions, all that remains is a 
skeleton, a bunch of kids on MTV...like green day. You don’t think it couldn't happen? 
Wait and see. 


drug legalization 


Drug legalization is a topic that over the past two years, I have taken a great 
interest in studying. I have written about two term papers on it, read countless 
articles and books on it, and have debated the matter with my friends. Through 
this study I have come to a conclusion that I feel would rank in the “unpopular” 
area of most of the straight edge scene...I feel, in my deepest economical, social 
and political opinion that drugs should be made legal in the United States. The 
first question that pops into the heads of people that I’m conversing with is 
“Why? - Why legalize potentially fatal chemicals for the disposal of the American 
public?’. Simple answer for a rather simple question: Two reasons : One- the 
faulty and inconsistent legislation that exists as to what is illegal and what is not 
(ll explain later), and two - economic gain. Two simple reasons that leave the 
opposition (US Government/Food and Drug Administration {FDA]). 
defenseless. Let me explain. 


[SRE Osean 
“The Government already has 
the deadliest drugs legalized, 


available for public 


consumption.” 
aaa ME ee 


1 am straightedge, and very much oppose the use of drugs in my lifestyle. I also 
object to my friends and loved ones use of drugs and alcohol in everyday living 
as well. I am not some “hemp-loving” hippy left over from the sixties, 1 tend to 
look at this issue with a solemn political perspective. Let me take the first reason 
and pull it apart to prove my first point. “The faulty and inconsistent legislation 
that exists as to what is illegal and what is not.” This statement means in short: 
Where does the government draw the line on what exactly is “a safe drug”? The 
government already has the deadliest drugs legalized, available for’ public 
consumption (nicotine and alcohol.). This is nothing new to any of us. It is a 
known fact that cocaine kills a little more than 2000 people per year, while the 
deaths pertaining to cancer and liver failure are immeasurable (in the millions 
perhaps). Why our government legalize something so obviously life-threatening 
to the public and turn around and say that marijuana (which, in comparison to 
say, alcohol is much less life-threatening and dangerous) is illegal and far worse 
of a drug for it’s people? (depopulation?) (inability to tax “illegal drugs” as easy as 
tobacco and alcohol?) As you can see, the issue is totally asinine when looked at 
from a legal standpoint. What makes nicotine any less or more safe than heroin? 
NOTHING! The only difference in the two is that one potentially kills on a much 
slower, more gradual basis. The inconsistencies are apparent. What I am getting 
at is that the government's reasons to the banning of drugs are a ploy. The front 
and say that it is for the good and health of the entire population, while they 
feed us their heavily taxed alcohol and nicotine. Don’t believe what they tell you, 
their reasons aren’t always as clean-cut as they seem. I am not in any way 
denouncing the harmful effects of drugs on peoples lives. I would have to be an 
idiot to say that they were not really that big of a threat to one’s health. I do 
agree that they are horrible unhealthy and deadly, but what I also know is that 
the public already has it’s hands on them and no law that the government can 
pass will change this. There is a huge underground market thriving everyday on 
drugs and crime, if the government were to legalize the drugs it spends billions on 
to keep off of the street, it would put an end to the organized crime that goes 
along with the drug trade...And this goes to my second point... 

The government, if it made drugs legal, would be able to tax these drugs much 
like how it does it’s “safer drugs” (nicotine, alcohol) now, and do something much 
more beneficial to the populous rather than spend billions on it’s false war waged 
against drugs. The money made from taxing the drugs would provide rehab 
centers, tax breaks, lower the deficit, you name it... The US government spends 
close to 7.51 billion dollars in the federal budget for drug legalization alone on it’s 
war against drugs. (This war is costly, not to mention that it turns this country 
into a police state, where everyone is subject to blame of possessing, using and 
selling drugs.). The US prison system (yet another economic damper) uses one 
fourth of it’s space on petty drug-abusers and sellers. If we were to legalize drugs 
use, the police and the prison system would be clear and able to incarcerate real 
criminals, I can stack point upon point upon point here in this argument. I am 
totally for the government’s legalization of now illegal drugs. I feel that overall, it 
would be a mass benefit for society as a whole. People have little or no regards for 
the laws when they are addicted to a substance. If drugs were made legal, the 
government could provide these people with easily attainable drugs, taxed and 
clan (thus eliminating the crime such as theft and burlary that goes along with 
addiction), giving the users a break, as well as our pocketbooks. 
It is imperative that we look at this as a real political topic, I sincerely believe this 
could work. I haven’t even touched on a lot of things that I would have like to 
have said, but you get the idea in a nutshell. If this topic interests you, please 
write to me. I am going to feature a collection of essays in the next issue, much 
like the capital punishment one in this issue. Get in tough! Thanxxxl 


It seems as if I had just started work on this issue, now I look back on 
it, it’s taken me close to three months of work to get this little done. I 
can’t see how kids get away with putting out several issues a year, I wish 
I wasn’t such a perfectionist with this thing, but hey, it’s out right? 

I am graduating from high-school in less than three weeks to this 
date. That’s scary, even in reference to this zine...] remember sitting up 
in my room, during the Fall of my: freshmen year, on a Friday night 
gathering up the pages to Refuge # | so | can have my mother drop me 
off at the mall and get it copied. Those days seem so foreign to me 
now...So far away, it’s unbelievable. This zine has been my outlet 
throughout my high school career, I guess I’m pretty lucky to have such 
an easily accessible one. 

I'm pretty happy with what this fanzine has become. I have not even 
nearly begun what I want to do with it as of yet, but I rest assured that 
there will be plenty of time and plenty of issues down the road for me to 
make improvements on. I will begin doing work on issue seven as soon 
as I get this back from the printing plant, so be expecting an issue out on 
a more constant, consistent basis. 1 hope to have.another collective essay 
featured in the next issue. This time around, | will be focusing on the 
topic of DRUG LEGALIZATION. You've already read my opinion on 
it, now it’s your turn... Write to me and ask for the details - and keep in 
mind that all types of opinions are accepted for print, so feel free to 
express your opinions in an unfiltered fashion. 

I would like to stress something before this fanzine goes down as a 
part of my past writing conquests - please keep in mind the importance 
of your personal actions on other beings and the environment around 
you, as minuscule as you think that they are. Wether it be you buying 
that pack of cigarettes, that hamburger or simply the motive behind the 
words you say...In one way or another, it all links back to the beings you 
inhabit the Earth with, or the Earth that you live upon. Personal actions 


are the root of the individual’s conscience. What you scream and shout 


while everyone and their mothers can see you proves a point, but the 
choices you make when no one else is around, when it’s solely up to you 
is sets an example...It’s imperative that you begin change on a very 
personal basis, within your mind and heart, before you can change the 
world...To quote and Outspoken song “I can’t change the world until | 
change me...So I change me...I change me.” - I can’t see more truth than 
what that simple line has to offer. Look into your actions, understand 
your motive behind them. Live by setting examples (and I’m not 
degrading the approach to being very outward), look into the words you 
use, the products that you by, the causes you support. Look at yourself, 
and strive for change...It’s so imperative. 

Now that I have extinguished every possible point that | could have 
made in these sixteen pages of text, I will beg for you to write to me and 
give me feedback on how I’m doing. | take criticisms very openly and 
need them to proceed in the way that | am. Comment, suggest, 
whatever, your feedback is essential. | love your mail! It’s my light and 


my salvation. I drool when I hear the postperson driving up the street - 


(operantly conditioned, eh?)...So give me something to read, I keep my 
end of the bargain...Plus, I’m a really friendly kid and hook you up with 
tons of stickers and free stuff with my letters. Write soon! | 


X Sincerely yours X, 


Edward Bernard Gieda [ll/Refuge Fanzine 
123 Rice Street 

Trucksville, PA. 

18708. 

USA . | . 

-_ ebmgieda@refuge.microserve.com 
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